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THE VENABLE LINE. 

By Joseph J. Casey, A. M. 

[In undertaking this sketch at the present time, it is mainly to put 
into permanent form, such data as I have gathered during the past 
fifteen years, in the hope that information will be forthcoming to 
connect the American descendants with their English ancestors. It 
does not aim to be complete in any respect. It is far from satis- 
factory. At the same time nothing is put down for which I have not 
good authority. "If" is the bane of pedigrees. 

I have also in mind that people interested in this line will be 
quick to supply what is missing, or what may be additional, so that, 
at another time, and perhaps in a more pretentious form, the families 
of the noble Venables of England, and the families of the still nobler 
Venables of America, will be linked into one continuous line stretch- 
ing back at least a thousand years.] 

In the Richmond Standard of issue November 27, 1880, was 
an attempt to deduce a pedigree of "The Venable (or Venables) 
Family." It begins as follows : "The luminous assemblage of 
prominent names which have been grafted on the genealogical 
tree of this deduction attests the social estimation in which the 
Venable family is held, whilst the record of its representatives in 
distinguished station, and in literature and science, is — most hon- 
orable. * * * The name Venable which now obtains in this coun- 
try, in orthography and sound, was originally Venables. The 
first representative of the family of whom a record has been 
preserved was William V enables , Duke of Vernon, who assumed 
the last name from the town or district of Vernon, in Normandy, 
of which he was the sole proprietor in 1052. Richard, his eldest 
son, accompanied William, the Conqueror to England, fought in 
the battle of Hastings, and after the Conquest was invested with 
extensive landed estates. From him was descended Peter Ven- 
ables, Baron of Kinderton 1830 (sic), from whom, "Thomas, 
Baron of Kinderton. 1G60. "Mary, married Thomas Pigott, of 
Chetwynd. County Salop, and had issue Mary, married Henry 
Vernon who died 1718, and had issue George Venables Vernon, 
born February 9, 1709, and created a peer, May 12, 1762, with 
the title of Lord Vernon of Kinderton, in Cheshire. 

Of the same lineage was Abraham (1) Venables who emi- 
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grated to Virginia about the year 1680," etc., etc., etc. [The 
italics are mine.] 

To begin with, there was no "William Venables, Duke of Ver- 
non." There was a William, Duke of Vernon in Normandy, who 
was styled William de Vernon. His two sons, Richard de Vernon 
and Walter de Vernon, accompanied William the Conqueror to 
England. But they were not Venables. 

Sir Peter Venables, the last Baron of Kinderton in the direct 
line died childless. The Mary Venables who married Thomas 
Piggott was a sister of Sir Peter Venables, and Henry Ver- 
non, Esq., married Anne, their daughter. The son of Henry and 
Anne (Pigott) Vernon, George, added the Venables name and 
Venables arms to his own name Vernon, and became Venables- 
Vernon. The arms which are included in the Standard article, 
belong to the present Vernon coat. The Venables have a line- 
age and arms of their own. 



Venables is a district about thirty miles beyond Rouen, on the 
road to Paris, between St. Pierre and Vernon ( within a few miles 
of those places), and stands in the centre of the neck of a penin- 
sular tract of land formed by a bend of the Seine, in the neigh- 
borhood of Beaumont, Gournay, and Bermieres. The high road 
runs straight through this tract to the centre of the arc of the 
Seine, which it intersects at a point where that river bends past 
the Petit Andeli, near to the famous Chateau Gaillard, erected by 
Richard, Coeur de Lion, for the defence of that part of Nor- 
mandy. A map of this district, showing the position of Venables 
very clearly (near the forest of Andeli), and as one of the chief 
places, was published in "Histoire du Chateau Gaillard" in 1829. 

Gislebertus de Venables, the ancestor of the Venables of Eng- 
land and of Virginia, accompanied William the Conqueror to 
England. His name is found in the Roll of Battle Abbey. His 
family in Normandy does not appear under this name, the proper 
name being Le Venour (Veneur) or Venator, the latter evi- 
dently the Latin form of the name. As if there should be no 
doubt of this, Gislebertus de Venables, on the division of the 
spoils, receives part of his share under the name of Venator. 
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Gilbert Venables, using the English form, received extensive 
estates, and was one of the English Barons attached to the 
Earldom of Cheshire, under Hugh Lapus, with the title Baron 
of Kinderton. He is referred to as the younger brother of 
Stephen, Earl of Blois, the father of Stephen, King of England, 
which would make him a descendant of Chademague; and he is 
also referred to as cousin-german to the Conqueror. 

The title and much of the estates, remained in the Venables 
family for nearly 700 years, or until the death of the last Baron, 
Sir Peter (referred to above), when, by virtue of a will, the 
Venables title and arms were assumed by George Vernon, making 
the hyphenated Venables-Vernon, or Lord Vernon of the present 
day. 

With Sir Peter, the main line, coming through the direct heirs, 
became extinct. But there were numerous branches, through 
younger sons, scattered through England; and their pedigrees, 
limited as English pedigrees are, may be found in several of the 
County histories of England — excepting Devonshire. There 
were no Venables in Devonshire. In none of these county his- 
tories have I found any clue to the emigrant to Virginia, Abra- 
ham Venables. 

In the old families, baptismal names were religiously adhered 
to, and it is almost a certainty that any line of descendants may 
be placed upon the main stem by attention to the baptismal 
names. But in the case of Abraham Venables, the Virginia 
emigrant, I have not found in any published English pedigree — 
and I think I have seen them all — any Abraham which would 
furnish the clue to the Virginia ancestor. However, be this as 
it may. 

According to the Bichmond Standard in the attempted pedigree 
referred to above, Abraham Venables, the emigrant, came to 
Virginia about the year 1680. He had two sons, Joseph and 
Abraham, Joseph going to Maryland, and Abraham to Virginia. 
Another Virginia genealogist states there were two brothers, 
Abraham and Joseph, the latter going to Maryland, the former 
to Virginia. Evidence seems to point to the fact that there was 
a Joseph Venables in Maryland, and that he was contemporary 
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with the Abraham of Virginia. I am inclined to doubt any re- 
lationship, however, as the baptismal name, Joseph, is not found 
in the Virginia descendant's, a fact significant. 

Lately, an esteemed correspondent sent me some notes gleaned 
from the Pennsylvania Archives, from which it appears that a 
"William Venables, upon his first arrival, procured a warrant 
from Thos. Holme in 1682, for 300 acres of land to be laid out 
in Bucks, near the Falls," etc. This William had two daughters, 
Joyce and Frances, but apparently no sons; and so Thomas 
Venables, who was a Justice of Peace in Philadelphia County 
in 1745 and in 1749, and a Sarah Venables who was married to 
William Jenkins in 1767, seem to be unaccounted for. 

As if to add to the tangle, a "Ralph Vennables" left England 
in 1635, for the Bermudas. Must we look to this Ralph as the 
progenitor of the Virginia families? I have done my best to 
connect the Virginia line with their English progenitors, but 
have thus far failed. Perhaps some other may solve the 
problem. 1 

1 Note. — For almost all my data concerning the English Venables, 
I am relying upon Ormerod's "History of Cheshire." 
(To be continued.) 

REGISTER OF ST. JAMES NORTHAM PARISH, 
GOOCHLAND COUNTY. 

(This register, which was kept by Rev. William Douglas, is the 
property of R. Lee Traylor, Esq., of Memphis, Tennessee, and the 
following notes were taken by me from his very full manuscript:) 

I came to Goochland Dec. 12, 1750. Preached 1st. at Dover 
Church Sept. 15, 1750. Received by the vestry as parish min- 
ister by the then vestry following viz : Stephen Sampson, Will 
Holman, Will Lewis, John Hopkins, Archer Payne. 

List of the Vestry for the year 1756 when I got this book: 

Capt. Will Burton. } 

„ : . ,. TT . . V Churchwardens 1756. 

Col. Arthur Hopkins. ) 

Col. Charles Lewis, Col. Henry Wood, Col. John Payne, 

Major John Smith, Major Josias Payne, Capt. James Holman, 



